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Sektion Biographieforschung

»Biography and Violence: Violent dynamics and agency in collective pro-
cesses and individual life historiese, 9% and 10% Februaty 2018, Center of
Methods in Social Sclences (Qualitative Methods), University of Gottingen

The conference was organized by a team consisting of Eva Bahl, Isabella
Enzler, Hendrik Hintichsen, Kristina Meier, Miriam Schifer, Katharina
Teutenberg, and Arne Worm. The words of welcome of the organizing
team summatized theit objective as to contribute to the »plea for 2 more
empirical, micro-sociological and interactional research approach to study
dynamics of violence in different societal contextse. It brought more than
60 scholars from 14 countries and across disciplines together in the con-
vention center by the historical observatory for two days, during which the
participants could listen to three keynote speakers and seven parallel
sessions, visit an exhibition entitled »Changing Vistas of Europe. Refugees’
Concepts of Burope Before and After Arrivalg, and also watch documenta-
ry-film »Infincia Falada — Histories of Transformation Based on Dialogues
directed by Hermilio Santos.

In her opening words, Gabriele Rosentbal (Gottingen) addressed the lack
of sociological studies regarding sarmed conflicts, collective violence, war,
crimes against humanity, war crimes, genocide, colonial rule, and domestic
violence«, She argued that the silence over these societal phenomena began
m Germany after Wotld War I and continued until the 1980s, and it had a
lot to do with the reluctance to confront the Nazi crimes and Holocaust.
What eventually turned sociclogy into an ahistorical field of study, accor-
ding to her, was not specific to Germany but endemic to social sciences in
general. This is what allowed many social scientsts disengage their dis-
cipline from that of history; and thereby focus on the present indepen-
dently from the past, which was weaved with collective violence, slavery,
racism, genocide, war crmes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against huma-
aity. On a mote optimistic note, Rosenthal concluded that there is a gra-
dual progress especially since the establishment of sociological biographical
research in Germany in the beginning of the 1980s because it is the biogra-
phies of people that connect traumatic experiences of the past with the
present.

The conference began with the two keynote speakers, Katharina Inbetvesn
{(Slegeny and Hemwilio Santos (Porto Alegre, Brazil), Inhetveen pleaded for a
more elaborate understanding of borders in thelr relevance to refugees.
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Drawing on ethnographic and biographical data she collected in refugee
camps in Zambia, she stressed the ambivalence of border crossing for
refugees — not only as an obstacle to overcome but also as a protection
from the violent national actors if crossed successfully. Her talk was fol-
lowed by Santos” presentaton oo women as actots of violent actions. Poin-
ting at the contradiction between the recurrent victimization of women in
the current sociological literature and the findings of his ethnographic and
biographical research with women in Brazilian Favelas, Santos argued that
women can be perpetrators of violence more often and in more pragmatic
ways than what has been assumed and represented in the sociological dis-
course.

The conference continued with seven parallel sessions that wete organi-
zed thematically. In »Changing Discourses — (Re-)Appraisal of Societal
Processess, Vekar Mir (Delhi, India) talked about a resistance movement
against enforced disappearances in Kashmir through the biography of its most
prominent figure, Parveena Ahangar, Kawthar ElCQasem (Disseldorf), ar-
gued that targeted communities, such as Palestinians, produce and circulate
a specific knowledge, and emphasized the significance of oral transmission.
Stefanie Ranch (London) spoke about the influence of shifting discoutses of
justice, legality, and legitimacy on meanings of violence and agency for
those who wete somehow involved in Nagi erimes. Finally, Rava Balockaite
(Kaunas, Lithuania) talked about the narrative of the wartime sexual vio-
lence, and the ways it is remembered and represented through menuments.

In the session on »Changing Perspectives — (Re-)Interpretations of Vio-
lence, Martin Herndn 1Di Marce (Buenos Alres, Argentina) discussed the
effect of dapositifi (judicial and psychological discourses) in memory and in-
terpretation of the past through a compatison of the life stories of two
men who had committed homicide. Qksana Danylenko (Charkiw, Ukraine)
compared two Ukrainian soldiets returning from the war in Eastern Ulkrai-
ne and trying to adopt civilian life. U Zidz (Frankfurt am Main) talked
about transgenerational consequences and dynamics of violent experiences
through the examples of mothers experiencing sexual abuse and violence,
Finally, .Arme Worm (Gottingen) drew attention to the significance of the
figuratons of Sydan refugees in oxder to understand #he dymamics of (forved)
HHIGraioNn.

In the session »Domestic Violence and Police Interventions«, while
Swusanne Nef (Zurich), talked about the ways in which people who were sub-
jected to domestic violence interpret their experience, Miriam Schafer (Gét-
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tingen) focused on the interpretations of police officers of the cases of do-
mestic violence. She argued that their interpretations depend mostly on
theit stereotypical assumptions about the people involved.

In »Evetyday Violence and Othetings, [7imal Knmar (Mumbai, India)
presented his first-hand experiences during an ethnographic study on the
everyday violence of caste system in an Indian village. Gerrasd Kremsner
(Vienna) and Dewira Butnarn (Konstanz) preseanted the results of their bio-
graphical research with people with disabilities particularly focusing on the
ways in which they experience violence in institutional settings. Eye Bahl
(Gottngen) discussed the social and discursive practices of marginalization
of Moroccan juveniles in the Moroccan-Spanish Border Zone.

»Violence-Botders-Migrations began with .Aruab Roy Chowdbury’s (Mos-
cow) presentation on the results of his ethnographic fieldwork with refugee
boat people in Bangladesh and Thailand. Lacas Cf Sangalii (Porto Alegre, Bra-
zil) discussed the results of a biographical case reconstruction of a migrant
from Haiti that crossed sevetal borders. Ffur Ben-Ze'sw and Nir Gazit
(BEmek Hefer, Israel) presented an approach of the Egyptian-Esracli border
as a contact zone between the global south and the global north as weli as
a passageway for Asylum seekers. Dolly Abdul Karim and Jobannes Beocker
{Gottingen) presented their first results of reconstructions of (multiple)
processes of migration and their relation to muiti-layered experiences of
viclence in Amman, Jordan, .

In »Women in Violent Action, first Mrbaels Kéttg (Frankfurt am Main)
presented on the problems of and alternatives for the ways in which female
violence has heen conventionally studied. Sevi/ Caker Kafmpogin (Ieiden, The
Netherlands) discussed the differences and similarities in the everyday life
expetiences of Tutkish and Iranian women who were invoived in revolu-
tonary activism in the 1970s. Later, fobanna Masse (Québec, Canada) com-
pated political agency of women in the violent settings of Northern Ireland
and Palestine while Kerina Schuh Reif (Porto Alegre, Brazil) talked about the
excperignce of freedoms by women after a period of incarceration.

»Genocide-Ethnicized conflicts-Political Persecution« began with Arfzr
Bogner’s (Bayreuth) discussion of the role of discoutses as constitutive parts
of various figurations including the one between researcher and subjects,
which was based on his nartative intetviews with Zzypegpl in Ghana, Togo
and Uganda. Daniel Bultmann (Betlin) presented on the ways in which »civil
war commanders make their soldiers fight and risk their lives in combat«.
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Sandra Graner Domit (Tos Angeles, USA) talked about the personal expe-
nences of violence of survivors of the Guatemalan Genocide.

In the final keynote of the Conference, Terasg Koloma-Beck {Munich)
questioned the concept of #amma and its widespread use to describe every-
thing related to the negative influence of armed conflicts on people not
onily in the mainstream discourses but also in sociology. Based on her field-
work experience in Mozambique, Angola, and Afghanistan, she made a
case for when and why people living in conflict zones are actually trauma-
tized. Both the final and previous presentations have triggered fruitful dis-
cussions among the participants and led many to conclude that the Bio-
graphy and Violence Conference already sowed the seeds for further dis-

cussion and prospective studies in the fields of both biographical research
and violence.

Sevil Cakir Kilingoglu, Lucas Cé Sangalli

Sektion Kultursoziologie

Tagung »Soziologie wiederkehrender Religionen — Originalitit und
Relevanz der Religionssoziologie von Wolfgang E3bach« am 13, und 14.
Mirz 2018 am lnstitut fiir Kulturwissenschaften, Universitit Leipzig

Die Tagung Sektionen Kultutsoziologie und Religionssoziologie (in Ko-
opetation mit der Kolieg-Forschergruppe »Multiple Secularities« und dem
Institue fitr Kulturwissenschaften) galt Wolfgang EBbachs Religionssoziologie
L Glanbenskrieg #nd Revolution als Wiege neuer Religionen (2014). Gegenstand
des Buches sind die historischen Formen europiischer Religionen, zu
deten Analyse EBbach einen instruktiven Beitrag liefert — es ist eine neue
Stimme in den Debatten um Sikularisierung, religiése Revitalisierung usw.
Efibach entfaltet diese neue Stimme wesentlich als historische Soziologie.
Der Blick fillt auf die in Diskursen von Intellcktuellen verdichtete europi-
ische Religionsgeschichte seit der Reformation. Die These ist: In dieser
curopiischen Geschichte haben je dringende und prigende Zeiterfahrun-
gen neue Thematisierungen des Religidsen ausgeldst: die Glaubenskriege,
die Revolutionen, die Marktgesellschaft, die Artifizierung der Lebenswelt.
Die historische Verarbeitung dieser beunruhigenden Zeiterfahrungen er-
folgte je in neuer, religiiser Form. Bs entstanden je neue Religionstypen: die




